
 

 

Challenges and subsequent measures in the 

IJsselmeer area because of environmental 

pressures 
 

After the success of the previous Erasmus + Blended 

Intensive Program (BIP) on satellite data and water 

management we are pleased to announce the launch 

of a new Erasmus+ BIP focused on Water 

Management in Relation to Climate Change. The aim 

of this program is to bring students with different 

disciplines together to tackle complex, multi-layered 

challenges in water management.  

Erasmus+ funding is available to support travel and 

subsistence costs to attend the Blended Learning 

Course from your own institute. 

 

 

 

As climate change is ramping up and its effects are becoming more and more apparent, so do 

challenges regarding water management. This is especially true for the Netherlands, where one-third 

of the country lies below sea level. The IJsselmeer, the nation’s largest inland freshwater lake, 

supplies drinking water to millions, supports key economic activities, provides critical habitat, and 

offers space for energy-transition projects and urban growth.  

While previously an inland sea, human interventions have cut off the IJsselmeer from the Wadden 

Sea, providing a large, stable reservoir, fed by the river IJssel, for drinking water and agriculture, 

while boosting economics and safety. This has resulted in a highly controlled, artificial freshwater 

lake. Today, climate-driven pressures—ranging from fluctuating water levels to ecological stresses—

demand innovative, interdisciplinary solutions. 

Join us to explore cutting-edge water-management solutions—and experience first-hand how the 

Netherlands stays dry today and prepares for tomorrow. 

 

 

- Interdisciplinary collaboration: Work in international, cross-functional teams to analyze real-

world IJsselmeer case studies. 

- Systems thinking: Understand how hydrology, ecology, engineering, economics and policy 

intersect in Dutch water management. 

- Professional development: Reflect on your role and identity as a future water professional 

while honing English communication skills. 

 

Challenges from climate change 

Your role as a water manager (program goals): 
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