
4. ANIMAL FAMILY TIES
DIFFERENT REPRODUCTION STRATEGIES:

1) FISH AND TURTLES, 

2) DOGS AND CATS, 

3) HORSES AND COWS



WE NEED TO ANSWER FOR SOME QUESTIONS:

• WHO GETS ATTACHED (TIED) TO WHOM?

• WHEN?

• WHEN THE TIE (BOND) STOPS?

• WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF THE TIE?

• WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF PATHOLOGICAL TIE?



THE MOST IMPORTANT THING …













IMPRINTING

KONRAD LORENZ (1937)

• SOME ANIMALS (I.E. GEESE, DUCKS) DEVELOP ATTACHMENT DURING A „CRITICAL PERIOD” SHORTLY AFTER

BIRTH

• IMPRINTING – INSTINCTIVELY BECOMES ATTACHED TO FIRST MOVING THING SEEN AT THIS TIME



IMPRINTING

• CONSIDERED A SPECIAL TYPE OF LERNING

• THE PRIMARY FORMATION OF SOCIAL BONDS IN INFANT ANIMALS

• THE NEWLY HATCHED GOSLINGS AND DUCKLINGS FOLLOWED AND BECAME SOCIALLY BONDED TO THE 

FIRST MOVING OBJECT THEY ENCOUNTERED

• EVEN AT MATURITY, THESE ANIMALS TRIED TO COURT AND ATTEMPTED TO MATE WITH HUMANS IF THEY

WERE IMPINTED TO TCHEM

• A YOUNG BIRD DOES NOT INSTINCTIVELY RECOGNIZE ADULT MEMBERS OF IT’S OWN SPECIES BUT REQUIRE

THIS SPECIAL TYPE OF LEARNING 



IMPRINTING

CHARACTERISTIC FOR PRECOCIAL



MAMMALS



DEVELOPMENTAL PERIODS – IMPORTANT FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF ANIMAL TIES

• POST-PARTURIENT PERIOD

• THE MOMENT OF STOPPING MILK FEEDING

• EARLY ADULTHOOD



ANSWERS FOR THE QUESTIONS:

Altricial Precotial

Who gets attached (Tied) to whom? Parents to eggs/nest/offspring Newborn to mum

When? Young – when start to move In time frame just after be born

When the tie (bond) stops? 1th step - Post-parturient period

2nd step -The moment of stopping

milk feeding

3rd step - Early adulthood

Early adulthood

What are the symptoms of the tie? Tendence to spend time together

Stress symptoms after separation

Escape from novelty to ‚mother’

Happyness after meeting again

What are the effects of 

pathological tie?

Anxiety, Panic in rosponse to novelty

Inability to take care activities towards their own offsprings

Increased level of defensive aggression


