
Course description
	Course title
	Biology of companion animals

	Language of lecture
	English

	Type of course
	Obligatory

	Level of the course, faculty and field it is conducted
	Engineering studies at the Faculty of Animal Science and Bioeconomy, Direction: Animal Behavior

	Form of study
	Stationary

	Course hours
	Lectures: 15/Classes: 20/Trainings:…. 

	ECTS credits
	4

	Name of lecturer(s)
	Damian Zieliński

	Didactic unit
	Department of Animal Ethology and Wildlife Management

	Objective of the course
	The aim of the course is to familiarize students with the species of animals kept and bred in amateur breeding conditions, mainly as companion animals, both typical species such as dog or cat, as well as exotic and terrarium animals. Acquiring legal awareness - knowledge of legal regulations governing trade in these animal species in Poland and worldwide. Discussion of basic biological parameters important in amateur breeding

	Pre-requisities
	Completion of the zoology module

	Learning outcomes
	At the end of the course Student:

· describes the biology of the most commonly farmed companion animal species 

· has an extended knowledge of the selection of animals for different forms of use taking into account their behavioural specificities. 

· knows the basic mechanisms of biological processes of animals 
· demonstrate the ability to search for and analyse knowledge of animal biology in order to perform and present a project on selected biological mechanisms 

· distinguishes between domestic and exotic species with a systematic 

· analyses the real possibilities of maintenance of the animal in relation to the extent of its needs 

· justificates the need to use knowledge to raise the awareness of different sections of society about the rearing of accompanying animals
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	Teaching methods
	Lectures, classes, group work, projects, presentations, also using distance learning methods and techniques

	Examination methods
	written examination, graded project


	Course content 
	Lectures

	
	1.
	History of development of knowledge about companion animals.

	
	2.
	Breeding methods for accompanying animals.

	
	3.
	The system of companion animals.

	
	4.
	Selected behavioural elements.

	
	5.
	Monitoring of living conditions and health assessment.

	
	6.
	Legal provisions governing trade in companion animal species in Poland and worldwide

	
	7.
	Sensory organs and perception of external stimuli.

	
	8.
	Species specificity.

	
	9.
	Environmental enrichment in the design of ideal cages.

	
	Classes

	
	1.
	Overview of module content. Concepts, terminology concerning biological issues.

	
	2.
	Methods of testing physiological functions. Registration of physiological parameters. Documentation of results.

	
	3.
	Biological activity testing methods, daily rhythm of companion animals.

	
	4.
	Characteristics of the animal habitat.

	
	5.
	Monitoring of maintenance conditions. Practical aspect

6th Colloquium.

	
	6.
	Biological cardiopulmonary, reproductive and digestive mechanisms.

	
	7.
	Biological functions of the skin and its products.

	
	8.
	Design, construction, furnishings of the farm/terrarium/cage area with good welfare needs.

	
	9.
	Presentation of projects

	
	10.
	Presentation of projects

	
	11.
	Presentation of projects.
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